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As a Member of AgWest Farm Credit, PCA or AgWest Farm Credit, FLCA, you own stock in AgWest Farm Credit. You

are invited to attend AgWest Farm Credit’s Annual Stockholders’ Meeting (Annual Meeting) on September 18, 2024, at 

9:00 a.m. (PDT) at AgWest Farm Credit’s headquarters located at 2001 S. Flint Road, Spokane, WA, or you may attend 

with an online/telephonic option. You can attend the Annual Meeting virtually through an emailed meeting link that can 

be accessed on your preferred device or through a toll-free number with a conference identification code. Please visit

AgWestFC.com/2024AnnualMeeting or call 866-552-9172 to register for the Annual Meeting and get additional details 

about meeting attendance options. If you register to attend the Annual Meeting through the online/telephonic option, 

this registration shall constitute your consent and agreement to the use of electronic communications by AgWest

Farm Credit to conduct the Annual Meeting. Your consent is limited solely to the Annual Meeting and shall not apply as 

consent to any other electronic business communication with AgWest Farm Credit.

You are not required to participate in the Annual Meeting to vote in the board and Nominating Committee elections. 

Voting will be conducted by mail, with an online voting option. Following the Annual Meeting, ballots and detailed voting 

information, including additional director candidate biographical information, will be mailed to all Voting Members, as 

defined in AgWest Farm Credit’s Bylaws (“Bylaws”) designated as of August 5, 2024 (the “Record Date”). Information

on the 2024 director and Nominating Committee elections and other related governance matters will be provided at 

the Annual Meeting. Director candidates nominated by the Nominating Committee will be presented for election at the 

Annual Meeting, followed by a call for floor nominations.

We appreciate your business and look forward to serving you in 2024 and beyond.

The signatories below have reviewed this information statement, which has been prepared in accordance with all 

applicable statutory and regulatory requirements and the information contained herein is true, accurate and complete 

to the best of the signatories’ knowledge and belief.

Date: August 30, 2024 

Douglas Filipponi, Chair
Board of Directors

Mark Littlefield, President and CEO Tom Nakano, Chief Financial Officer

Notice of Annual Stockholders’ Meeting 
and Information Statement
AgWest Farm Credit, an Agricultural Credit Association (AgWest Farm Credit)
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Director and Nominating Committee Elections
As set forth in the Bylaws, the Board of Directors (the board) consists of 22 directors; 20 positions are held by Members 
who own voting stock and are elected by Voting Members, and two positions are held by board-appointed Outside 
Directors, as defined in the Bylaws (and as required by FCA Regulation). All directors serve jointly as the board of AgWest 
Farm Credit, ACA, PCA and FLCA. Except as provided for in the Board Transition Plan in the Bylaws, director terms are 
five years. 

In 2024, three stockholder-elected director positions are up for election. All voters will be asked to: 

(a) vote for one director candidate in Position 1 and one director candidate in Position 2, both of which are from Region 3 
(Idaho) and one director candidate in Position 3 from Region 7 (Coastal California) to serve on the board; and 

(b) vote for candidates to serve on the 2025 Nominating Committee. 

All Voting Members may vote for any candidate, regardless of region. An independent third-party will tabulate and certify 
voting results following the voting cut-off date. Results will be posted on AgWestFC.com and mailed to all Members in 
October. 

Voting Cut-off and Floor Nominations
Additional director candidate biographical and educational information will be provided with the ballots to be mailed to 
Voting Members following the Annual Meeting. To be counted, ballots must be received by mail or cast online by the 
voting cut-off date of October 15, 2024 (which may be postponed to approximately November 1 in the case of a floor 
nomination at the Annual Meeting). 

The Bylaws allow floor nominations for stockholder-elected director positions, which can be made only when called 
for at the Annual Meeting, after the Nominating Committee’s slate of candidates for the 2024 director elections has 
been presented. A Voting Member must be present (online/telephonically or in person) at this meeting to make a floor 
nomination or to be nominated from the floor. Candidates may not nominate themselves and the nomination must be 
made by another Voting Member who is assigned to the nominating region in which they are making the nomination.  
The nominee may be nominated only to a position up for election within the region to which the nominee is assigned. 

A second by another Voting Member to a nomination from the floor is required, and the nominee must affirmatively 
state that they accept the nomination. The eligibility of an individual making a floor nomination will be verified following 
the Annual Meeting. A person nominated from the floor must meet all eligibility requirements for board service and 
must provide all disclosures required by the Bylaws, board policies and FCA regulations within five business days after 
being nominated. Floor nominees will be given the same opportunity provided to the individuals on the existing slate of 
candidates to:

(a)  provide biographical and educational information about themselves to Voting Members to be mailed with the ballots; 
and

(b)  record a message to be posted with other candidates’ messages on AgWestFC.com during the voting period following 
the Annual Meeting. 

Record Date
The Record Date is August 5, 2024. Only Voting Members as of the Record Date may vote in the 2024 elections. 

Voting Requirements
For each of the three director positions up for election, a majority of votes cast will determine the winner. If there are 
more than two candidates for a position, a plurality of votes will determine the winner. Only Voting Members can vote. 

Disclosure Information
AgWest Farm Credit has reviewed the required disclosures submitted by the non-floor nominated director candidates, 
including loan transactions, family relationships with customers and employees of AgWest Farm Credit, transactions 
other than loans, certain legal proceedings (bankruptcy, criminal proceedings and injunctions) and conflicts of interest, 
and determined that the 2024 director candidates meet eligibility requirements. AgWest has also reviewed required 
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disclosures of current directors and Senior Officers made since issuance of the Annual Report and determined there are 
no matters to be disclosed to shareholders as required by regulation.

Attendance at Meetings
All current directors have attended at least 75 percent of board and committee meetings in the last fiscal year.

Quorum Requirements
Seventy-five (75) Voting Members or one percent of the total number of Voting Members of AgWest Farm Credit, 
whichever is less, shall constitute a quorum at a meeting of Members. Mail ballots shall be included to establish a quorum 
as provided in the Bylaws.  

AgWest’s Annual Report
The 2023 Annual Report for AgWest was mailed to all Members on March 29, 2024 and is posted on AgWestFC.com. 
The 2024 AgWest Annual Report will be mailed to all Members and posted on the website no later than March 31, 2025. 
Copies of the Annual Report as well as copies of quarterly reports are also available from AgWest Farm Credit free of 
charge by calling 866-552-9172 or sending a written request to P. O. Box 2515, Spokane, WA 99220.

Nominating Committee
There are two candidates for each of the 12 Nominating Committee positions up for election in 2024. Voting Members 
will be asked to vote for Nominating Committee candidates to serve on the 2025 Nominating Committee on the ballots 
mailed following the Annual Meeting. Each Nominating Committee member must own voting stock in AgWest Farm 
Credit and meet eligibility requirements set forth by the board and federal regulation. Eligibility of each candidate has 
been confirmed. Floor nominations for Nominating Committee positions are not allowed. The candidate receiving the 
most votes in each position will serve on the 2025 Nominating Committee and the candidate receiving the least votes 
in each position will serve as alternate. As provided for in the Nominating Committee’s Charter, should a committee 
member be unable to attend the first meeting in person, the alternate in that position will be asked to attend in their 
place and fulfill the remainder of the term.

Once elected, the Nominating Committee will be responsible for: 

(a)  selecting candidates to run in the 2025 director elections in Regions 4 (Oregon), 6 (Southern San Joaquin Valley) and 
8 (Southwest); and 

(b)  selecting candidates to be voted on to serve on the 2026 Nominating Committee. The 2025 Nominating Committee 
candidates are on page 8.

In the ordinary course of business, AgWest Farm Credit may enter into loan transactions with directors and director nominees, their 
immediate families, their affiliated organizations, and immediate family members and affiliated organizations of Senior Officers. Such 
loans are made on the same terms, including interest rates and collateral, as those prevailing at the time for comparable transactions 
with unrelated borrowers. Senior Officers and certain immediate family members and affiliated organizations are precluded from 
obtaining new loans from AgWest Farm Credit.

In the ordinary course of business, AgWest Farm Credit may enter into certain other non-lending transactions with directors, Senior 
Officers, and their family members and affiliated entities. These products and services are available to all customers at the same 
rates and terms and are not special or extra benefits unavailable to all stockholders.
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Greg Andersen (age 44)

Resides in:  American Falls, ID

Business:  2549 Lakeview Road, American Falls, ID

Principal Occupation/Business and Employment Experience (past 5 years):  Our family 
operates two dairy farms in southern Idaho with a combined herd size of 2,500 cows. We farm 
600 acres of irrigated cropland growing mostly alfalfa, grass and corn. We are also partners in 
WinStar Genetics LLC which breeds top-level Holstein total merit males and females for the 
global genetics marketplace. Our WinStar partnership also operates a 700-cow robotic dairy in 
southeastern Idaho. Owner-operators of our farms include myself, my brother Ben and my sister 
Heather Webb.

Current Business Interests/Affiliations and Other Leadership Roles:  Director, Seagull 
Bay Dairy, Inc., Andersen Dairy, Inc. and Anderland, LLC, dairies and land holding; Managing 
Member, GBH Properties, LLC, land holding; Member, WinStar Genetics, LLC, Fall River Ranch 
Resort Holdings, LLC and Falls Town Beef, dairy, AI and genetics, land holding and beef sales, 
respectively; Vice President, County Farm Bureau Federation.

I also serve on two national committees that govern the genetic evaluations and programs of 
dairy cattle in the United States: The Producer Advisory Committee for the Council on Dairy 
Cattle Breeding as well as The Genetic Advancement Committee for Holstein Association USA.

Family Members who are employed by or transact business with AgWest:  Parents, spouse, 
brothers (2), sister-in-law (customer-members)

Disclosures regarding AgWest’s non-loan transactions, loans and involvement in certain legal 
proceedings:  None

2024 Director Candidates - Region 3, Position 1 (Idaho) 
(ages as of Aug 1, 2024)

Nate Riggers (age 60)

Resides in:  Nezperce, ID

Business:  1983 Henderson Road, Nezperce, ID

Principal Occupation/Business and Employment Experience (past 5 years):  My family 
owns and operates Clearwater Farms in north-central Idaho. My wife Christine and I farm in a 
partnership with our son Christopher Riggers and his wife Natalie, who are the fifth generation 
in our farm legacy. We live near to and farm the quarter section my great-grandfather, Fredrick 
Riggers, homesteaded in 1895 after immigrating from Germany. Our farm produces small 
grains in a dryland no-till system growing wheat, malt barley, canola, chickpeas, and grass seed 
near Nezperce & Craigmont, Idaho. In addition, Clearwater Farms is a partner in Cold Stream 
Malt & Grain Co., which processes malt barley and wheat, and sells finished craft malt to craft 
breweries throughout the western United States.

Current Business Interests/Affiliations and Other Leadership Roles:  Partner/Operator, 
Riggers Clearwater Farms JV, farming; President, Riggers Brothers, Inc., NCR Farm, Inc., SNS, 
Inc., SJR Farm, Inc., farming; Member, Clearwater Farms Land, LLC, land holding; Partner, 
Cold Stream Malt & Grain Co., malt barley processing/brewery sales. Other leadership roles/
affiliations include Nezperce Lions Club, Holy Trinity Parish, Association of Ag Production 
Executives and Leadership Idaho Agriculture.

Family Members who are employed by or transact business with AgWest:  Spouse, son, 
daughter-in-law (customer-members)

Disclosures regarding AgWest’s non-loan transactions, loans and involvement in certain 
legal proceedings:  None
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Greg Hirai (age 54)

Resides in:  Wendell, ID

Business:  3060 S. 1950 E., Wendell, ID

Principal Occupation/Business and Employment Experience (past 5 years):  Hirai Farms is a 
family run farm, located in the Magic Valley of south-central Idaho. We raise multiple varieties 
of potatoes for processing, corn, alfalfa, small grains and forage triticale for local dairies. My 
wife Jennifer and I have three sons. Two sons, Jackson and James, are farming with us along 
with my mother, Kunie.

Current Business Interests/Affiliations and Other Leadership Roles:  Owner/Manager, Hirai 
Farms, LLC, farming; Owner, Hirai Farms Storages, potato storage; Board Member/Director, 
The North Side Canal Company and Energy Company, Ltd., American Falls Reservoir District 
and Lower Snake River Aquifer Recharge District (past president), water management and 
aquifer management.

Family Members who are employed by or transact business with AgWest:  Spouse, mother, 
son (customer-members)

Disclosures regarding AgWest’s non-loan transactions, loans and involvement in certain 
legal proceedings:  None

Scott Steele (age 60)

Resides in:  Idaho Falls, ID

Business:  6130 1st Street, Idaho Falls, ID

Principal Occupation/Business and Employment Experience (past 5 years):  My son, Ryan, 
and I own and manage a cattle feeding and farming operation in southeast Idaho. On the 
farming side of the operation, we grow almost exclusively forages (alfalfa, corn silage, triticale) 
and market them primarily through custom cattle feeding with some alfalfa being sold into the 
dairy and export markets. On the feeding side, we currently have a capacity of about 9,000, 
but are expanding that to 15,000 in a new facility. About half of what we feed are dairy heifers 
and the remainder are background and finish beef cattle.

Current Business Interests/Affiliations and Other Leadership Roles:  Member, SRS Cattle 
Co., LLC and SRS Ag, LLC, cattle feedlot and farming; Manager, Steele Land Holdings, LLC 
and SRS Transport LLC, land holdings and hauling cattle/commodities; Director, Idaho Farm 
Bureau Insurance Board, farm insurance. 

I am currently serving on the Idaho Farm Bureau Board for both the federation and the 
insurance company and was elected to my first three-year term on this board in 2010. 
Since 2018, I have been chairman of IFBF's Agra-PAC. Agra-PAC evaluates state legislative 
candidates and determines amounts to contribute to candidates. 

Family Members who are employed by or transact business with AgWest:  Son (customer-
member)

Disclosures regarding AgWest’s non-loan transactions, loans and involvement in certain 
legal proceedings:  None

2024 Director Candidates - Region 3, Position 2 (Idaho) 
(ages as of Aug 1, 2024)
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Dave Borchard (age 60)

Resides in:  Somis, CA

Business:  1400 E. La Loma Avenue, Somis, CA

Principal Occupation/Business and Employment Experience (past 5 years):  I am a sixth-
generation farmer, growing lemons and avocados in Ventura County, CA. I manage the farming/
business operations for a variety of family farming interests and preside as president of a 
family corporation that owns/leases farm properties. In addition to those duties, I operate a 
brushcutting business for the benefit of our family farming interests.

Current Business Interests/Affiliations and Other Leadership Roles:  President, John W. 
Borchard Ranches, Inc., orchards (lemons/avocados); Trustee, J. David and Michele A. Borchard 
Family Trust and Cecelia Borchard Trusts, asset holding/trusts; Managing Member, Ernest 
Borchard Ranch Co., LLC, asset holding/LLC; Secretary/Farm Manager, Borchard Companies, 
Inc., family farming; Director/Vice Chair and Member of Facilities & Operations Committee, 
Ventura Pacific Company, lemon packing cooperative; Director and Member of the Finance and 
Audit Committee, Sunkist Growers, Inc., citrus sales/marketing cooperative; Director, Oxnard 
Pest Control Association, cooperative pest control business; Shareholder, Zone Mutual Water 
Company, mutual agricultural water company; Limited Partner, Ventura Ranch Partners, Limited 
Partnership/farmworker housing developer; Director and Member of the Finance and Audit 
Committee, Fruit Growers Supply Company, cooperative packaging & supply company; Director 
representing agriculture, Vice Chair and Member of the Operations Committee, Fox Canyon 
Groundwater Management Agency, state public agency - groundwater management in Ventura 
County; Director, Member of Grower Committee, ACP/HLB Taskforce Board, local board created 
to control/manage the Asian Citrus Psyllid and the citrus disease HLB.

Family Members who are employed by or transact business with AgWest:  Spouse, father, 
sister (customer-members)

Disclosures regarding AgWest’s non-loan transactions, loans and involvement in certain 
legal proceedings:  None

2024 Director Candidates - Region 7, Position 3 (Coastal California) 
(ages as of Aug 1, 2024)

Brian Talley (age 58)

Resides in:  Arroyo Grande, CA

Business:  2900 Lopez Drive, Arroyo Grande, CA

Principal Occupation/Business and Employment Experience (past 5 years):  I am a third-
generation farmer. I serve as the President and CEO of Talley Farms and Talley Vineyards. 
Talley Farms is a diversified grower, packer and shipper of vegetables. In addition, we grow 
strawberries, brassica and flower seed crops, lemons and avocados. We also operate a direct-
to-consumer harvest box program. Talley Vineyards is a producer of estate grown wines, 
predominantly Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, from the San Luis Obispo Coast wine region.

Current Business Interests/Affiliations and Other Leadership Roles:  CEO, Talley Farms 
and Talley Vineyards, farming and wine production/sales; Member, Lopez Company, LLC, 
Biddle Ranch Company, LLC and HIOJT Ranches, LLC, land holding. I serve as the agricultural 
representative of the Zone 3 Flood Control District Advisory Committee which advises the San 
Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors on the operation of Lopez Lake (the primary water 
supply for the cities of southern San Luis Obispo County). I also serve as the President of the 
Las Ventanas Ranch Mutual Benefit Water Company and Road Maintenance Committee. 
These entities oversee the infrastructure of the community where I live.

Family Members who are employed by or transact business with AgWest:  Spouse (customer-
member)

Disclosures regarding AgWest’s non-loan transactions, loans and involvement in certain 
legal proceedings:  None
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Region 1 (Washington/Alaska)
Position 1 
 

Caleb Boettcher, Eatonville, WA (Chehalis Branch): Caleb is an owner, 
along with his son, of Boettcher & Sons, a family partnership. They 
harvest timber and raise beef cattle on over 470 acres. Their property 
is comprised of both merchantable and non-merchantable timber. The 
Boettchers have been in that area for over 100 years. 

Trevor Dorland, Walla Walla, WA (Walla Walla Branch): Trevor is the CFO 
of Cayuse Winery, owning roughly 50 acres of premium vineyard in the 
Rocks District AVA south of Walla Walla, WA. The vineyards are farmed 
biodynamically – a chemical free approach designed to produce healthier 
soil and a better product. The wines produced have won numerous 
awards over the past two decades.

Region 2 (Montana)
Position 2 
 

Tara Becken, Big Timber, MT (Billings Branch): Tara and her husband 
own a cow-calf and hay operation with their family near Big Timber, MT. 
Tara also is the Program Director for REAL Montana, which is a two-year 
leadership program for agriculture and natural resource industries.

Shawn Rettig, Rudyard, MT (Great Falls Branch): Shawn and his wife own 
and operate Black Coulee Farms. They seed roughly 5,000 acres of small 
grains annually and have a small commercial herd.

Region 3 (Idaho)
Position 3 
 

Jennifer Traughber, Jerome, ID (Twin Falls Branch): Jennifer and her 
husband have been farming in the Magic Valley area of south-central 
Idaho for over 44 years raising alfalfa, silage corn and barley under JT 
Farming, LLC.  They also have a cow/calf beef herd, feed steers and raise 
dairy heifers. She is the property manager for their rental business.

Susan Whittaker, Leadore, ID (Idaho Falls Branch): Susan and her husband 
Jordan own a large cow-calf operation located in Leadore and operate an 
irrigation supply business providing sales, installation, and service of pivot 
irrigation systems. They also own and operate two hydroelectric power 
generators using irrigation water to generate and sell electricity.

Region 4 (Oregon)
Position 4 
 

Jim Farmer, Nyssa, OR (Ontario Branch): Jim and his family own and 
operate Deseret Farms and Fort Boise Produce. They produce a variety of 
crops on the farm but primarily focus on onions. Fort Boise Produce is an 
onion packing shed that markets and ships onions for several producers 
in the area, alongside Jim’s own onions. 

Rodney Fessler, Madras, OR (Redmond Branch):  Rod and his wife 
own Fessler Angus. They run a cow-calf operation outside of Madras, 
Oregon, in the Grizzly area. In addition, Rod hays a considerable amount 
of bluegrass straw in Jefferson County OR. He is also involved in the 
production of local specialty grass seed crops.

Position 5 
 

Shauna Hinton, Montague, CA (Central Point Branch): Shauna and her 
husband own and operate Hinton Ranch in Northern California and 
Southern Oregon. They sell purebred Simmental bulls and club calves in 
addition to owning a small commercial herd.

Pieper Sweeney, Dayton, OR (Salem Branch): Pieper, along with her 
husband and father-in-law, owns and operates Country Heritage Farms 
in Dayton, OR. They farm almost 1,900 acres of various seed crops, 
hazelnuts, and marionberries.

Position 6 
 

Reed Anderson, Brownsville, OR (Junction City Branch): Reed and his wife 
own and operate Anderson Sheep Company, raising and marketing over 
16,000 lambs annually. They also raise cattle, providing grass fed beef to 
related markets, run their own processing facility and farm 1,000 acres of 
grass seed.

Grant Simpson, Moro, OR (The Dalles Branch): Grant is a dryland wheat 
farmer in Sherman County, Oregon. He farms family ground and some 
leased ground. Grant’s family has a long history of farming in Sherman 
County.

Region 5 (Sacramento Valley)
Position 7 
 

Michael Bosworth, Olivehurst, CA (Yuba City Branch):  Michael is a fifth-
generation farmer. He currently farms rice in Yuba and Sutter counties. He 
is the founder of Next Generation Foods (NGF), a food distribution business, 
and True Origin Foods, a retail brand that currently has 12 products, along 
with Daylight Packing in West Sacramento where he packages True Origin 
Foods and products for other consumer packaged goods companies.

Jonathan Lavy, Yuba City, CA (Yuba City Branch): Jon is an owner of Lavy 
Brothers Farming out of Biggs, CA. They farm walnuts, rice, pecans and 
almonds in Butte and Sutter Counties.

Region 6 (Southern San Joaquin Valley)
Position 8 
 

Mike Frey, Bakersfield, CA (Kern County Branch): Mike is a partner in 
the Buttonwillow Land and Cattle Company which grows almonds 
and pistachios, wine grapes and field crops including carrots, chipper 
potatoes, cotton, corn silage, wheat and alfalfa.

Rolland Rosa, Hanford, CA (Hanford Branch): Rolland is a partner in M.F. 
Rosa Dairy, a 1,050-head operation that also farms over 600 acres. 
Rolland and his brother formed Rosa Brothers Milk Company in 2012. This 
operation processes a growing share of M.F. Rosa Dairy’s milk production 
and sells premium, flavored milks and ice cream.

Position 9 Kelly Deftereos, Hanford, CA (Hanford Branch): Kelly is a Central Valley 
native raised in farming. She operates a 300-acre diversified operation 
farming pistachios, cotton and feed crops and is very active in the local ag 
community, 4-H and FFA programs.   

Brian Medeiros, Hanford, CA (Hanford Branch): Brian operates a 
diversified row crop and orchard farming operation, including wheat, corn 
nuts, cotton, tomatoes, almonds and alfalfa.

Region 7 (Coastal California)
Position 10 Chris Sayer, Santa Paula, CA (Ventura Branch): Chris is a fifth-generation 

farmer who grows citrus and avocados in Ventura County. He serves 
on the boards of the Ventura County Farm Bureau, Citrus Mutual Water 
Company, and Associates Insectary. He is also a host farmer for Ventura 
County Farm Day which is an annual event that encourages the local 
community to visit and learn about agriculture.

Will Terry, Ventura, CA (Ventura Branch): Will is a fifth-generation Ventura 
County farmer growing fruits and vegetables. He is Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer of Terry Farms, Inc. He sits on the boards of the 
Ventura County Farm Bureau, California Pepper Commission, Fox Canyon 
Groundwater Management Agency alternative and the Ventura County 
Transportation Committee.

Region 8 (Southwest)
Position 11 Mike Blohm, Roll, AZ (Yuma Branch):  Mike owns and operates Blohm 

Farms Partnership along with Blohm Farms Limited Partnership and 
Blohm & Sons, LLC. He farms approximately 1,200 acres of forage crops 
for export and retail markets and various seed crops.

Jeffry Todd Cooley, Mesa, AZ (Tempe Branch): Todd is the owner and 
operator of Cooley Farms, LLC, a 2,100-acre farming operation in Pinal 
and Maricopa Counties. Cooley Farms is a fourth-generation operation 
that farms corn silage, cotton, wheat and alfalfa, in addition to raising beef 
cows. He currently is a board member of the Central Arizona Irrigation and 
Drainage District.

Position 12   None - Candidate Withdrew Dan Thelander, Maricopa, AZ (Tempe Branch): Dan farms in the Maricopa 
Stanfield Irrigation and Drainage District in Arizona, located south of 
Phoenix. He is a partner in his family farm, Tempe Farming Co. They 
farm about 5,000 acres in Pinal County, growing cotton, alfalfa, durum 
wheat, silage corn, and guayule. Mr. Thelander is active in many farm 
organizations in Arizona.  

2025 Nominating Committee Candidates 
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Director
Age 
(as of 

8/1/24)
Region

First Elected/ 
Appointed

Present Term Profession or Type of Agriculture Engaged In

Joseph C. Airoso, Pixley, CA 64 6 2007 2024-2028 Dairy, corn, wheat, alfalfa, pistachios 

Mark A. Cook, Willcox, AZ 
Board Vice Chair

51 8 2016 2020-2025 Pecans, pistachios, alfalfa 

Nels DeBruycker, Choteau, MT 63 2 2018 2024-2028
Cow-calf operation, alfalfa, grass hay, small grains; 
trains/sells Quarter Horses 

Vicki Eggebrecht, Belgrade, MT 57 2 2021 2021-2026 Wheat, lentils, peas, chickpeas, custom farming 

Catherine Fanucchi, Bakersfield, CA 61 6 2015 2020-2025 Vegetables, fruit, nuts, wine grapes 

Douglas Filipponi, Creston, CA
Board Chair

72 7 2006 2020-2025 Wine grapes/winery, cow-calf operation 

Craig Gnos, El Macero, CA 58 5 2002 2019-2024 Vegetables, beans, almond trees, wheat 

Skip Gray, Albany, OR 68 4 2015 2020-2025
Vegetable & grass seed, vegetables, hazelnuts, 
greenhouse/processing/packing facilities 

Robert Hansen, Hanford, CA 72 6 1999 2021-2026 Cattle/feedlot, cow-calf operation 

Blake Harlan, Woodland, CA 58 5 2003 2022-2027
Vegetables, rice, wheat, corn, sunflowers, almonds, 
alfalfa/alfalfa processing 

John Helle, Dillon, MT 60 2 2012 2022-2027
Commercial/purebred sheep; cow-calf, small 
grains/hay; part owner in wool apparel company 

Greg Hirai, Wendell, ID 54 3 2014 2019-2024
Wheat, potatoes, corn, alfalfa and triticale as feed 
for local dairies 

Tom Ikeda, Arroyo Grande, CA 64 7 2017 2022-2027 Vegetables, citrus, avocados 

Beth Kennar, Spokane Valley, WA
Board-Appointed Outside Director

55 n/a 2021 2021-2026 Attorney specializing in labor and employment law 

Bill Martin, Rufus, OR 54 4 2020 2020-2025
Wheat, alfalfa, blue grass seed, mint, organic 
herbs; cow/calf operation 

Colin Mellon, Yuma, AZ 56 8 2015 2021-2026
Vegetables and vegetable seed, grains, cotton, 
alfalfa, fruit 

Barry Powell, Sacramento, CA
Board-Appointed Outside Director 
and Financial Expert

68 n/a 2007 2022-2027 Financial Consultant in the agricultural sector 

Nate Riggers, Nezperce, ID 60 3 2014 2019-2024 Wheat, barley, canola, grass seed, pulse crops 

Derek Schafer, Ritzville, WA 48 1 2017 2022-2027
Wheat, peas, canola; operates grain and seed 
dealership 

Brian Talley, Arroyo Grande, CA 58 7 2016 2019-2024 Vegetables, lemons, avocados, wine grapes/winery 

Shawn Walters, Teton, ID 63 3 2010 2021-2026
Wheat, barley, alfalfa, potatoes; fresh pack potato 
facility 

Andy Werkhoven, Monroe, WA 62 1 2021 2021-2026
Dairy, corn, grass, alfalfa, triticale; digester 
business 

AgWest Board of Directors 
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AgWest Chartered Territory 
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Nominating Regions # Voting 
Members

Region 1 5,911

Region 2 3,418

Region 3 4,591

Region 4 6,045

Region 5 1,843

Region 6 2,897

Region 7 1,161

Region 8 845

Total Class A 
Voting Members 26,711



PO Box 2515
Spokane, WA 99220-2515

2024 OFFICIAL NOTICE


